Preoperative evaluation of the vascular surgery patient.
Patients undergoing vascular surgery present a myriad of perioperative challenges due to the complex comorbidities affecting them in conjunction with high-risk surgical procedures. Additionally, advances in endovascular technology have enabled surgical procedures to be performed on patients who would not have been considered surgical candidates in the past. This combination of increasing patient morbidity and evolving surgical technique requires a well-planned preoperative assessment and close communication with surgical and perioperative colleagues. This article outlines an appropriate approach by first considering each organ system, followed by review of considerations unique to various surgical procedures, and then an overall assessment of risk.